
D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8

SOARING THROUGH SUMMER

June 2019

Soaring throughout Summer: Preventing Learning Loss in
PECPS Eagles
“Learning loss” (also commonly known as “summer brain
drain”) refers to a common phenomenon in which students
lose the skills they acquired throughout the schoolyear due to
a lack of practice during summer vacation. Amidst having fun
on family trips, participating in camps and other activities, and
relaxing, parents and students often forget to review concepts
to keep the information fresh in students’ minds. This cycle
results in learning loss. 
According to the National Center for Summer Learning at
Johns Hopkins University, the average student who does not
participate in summer learning losing the equivalent of two
months’ of math and reading skills. Fortunately, numerous
methods of preventing learning loss are available to PECPS
parents. Here are a few ways to ensure your child’s mind stays
active during summer break:
1)      Encourage reading. Whether students take in a book,
peruse a magazine, or read something online and participate
in a discussion, they should continue to read throughout their
summer break. Even a chapter or two each night before bed is
helpful in keeping their skills in top condition!
 

2)      Visit museums; many offer free admission.
3)      Let them cook dinner. Measuring out ingredients,
monitoring cooking time, and dividing food into portions are all
great opportunities for students to practice their math skills.
Take them grocery shopping. Give them a budget and a
calculator.
4)      Provide students with opportunities to explore interests.
Investigate nearby opportunities for learning, such as classes
or camps centered around specific skills. These activities allow
students to stay learning while pursuing interests that may lead
to fun hobbies or productive future careers!
5)      Introduce fun learning toys for younger students. Toys
like LeapFrog and LeapStart are engaging, interactive, and fun
for students to use. Encourage your child to spend a bit of time
each day playing these games to practice their skills.
6)      Attend a summer day camp like the FREE STEM camp
at PECMS! 
Learning loss can be a critical blow to students’ overall
success and forces teachers to spend weeks (or sometimes
months) reviewing forgotten concepts. Fortunately, employing
these methods during summer break helps improve their skills
and ensures that they are ready to learn when the new school
year begins.
 
by Karyn Keane  
Longwood University student in partnership with 
PECPS Internship Program
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Enjoy these moments,
make mistakes learn

from them, make
memories and cherish

the people who aid you
in preparing for adult

life!

            LATONYA  LOCKETT
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Elementary Eagles Win in Art
The Piedmont Soil & Water Conservation District sponsors an
annual poster contest for students in grades pre-K through 12.
The annual theme for the contest is based on current
environmental issues and gives educators an opportunity to
discuss these issues with students. Most importantly, students
have an opportunity to express what they can do to help
preserve soil and other natural resources in their daily lives. 
In celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Virginia State
slogan “Virginia is for Lovers”, the Longwood Center for the
Visual Arts coordinated the “Fifty Years of Love Postcard
Contest” for pre-k through 12th grade public, private, and
homeschooled students from the surrounding area. The winning
artwork will be used by the Prince Edward County Visitor Center
to create a postcard that will be for sale in the visitor center. We
had students win in both contests!  Congratulations to our Eagle
artists and their teachers!
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Don’t be afraid to step
outside your comfort
zone. There’s always

more to see, learn,
and do.

SHAMANDA WASHINGTON
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The Class of 2027 prepares for middle school! Rising 5th graders spent an evening
at the middle school learning everything they need to know from some very important
experts. Current middle school students led groups of incoming students on tours by
way of a QR code scavenger.  Students were also entertained by the middle school
show choir, a photo booth, an invitation to STEM camp and of course refreshments!
Our students are very much ready for their summer break, but there is also quite a
bit of excitement in air as they prepare for next Eagle chapter!
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The middle school Junior National Honor
Society new inductees are picured below
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AP Statistics | Sebastian Chirila
 
Students in Mr. Chirila's AP Stats
classes recently participated in two
experiments.   These students were
curious whether people would be able
to tell the difference between Coke and
Pepsi, and between Lays and Great
Value potato chips. They created an
experiment where 43 students tasted
two chips and two drinks and they were
asked to pick which chip was Lays and
which drink was Pepsi. To protect the
integrity of the experiment, a coin was
flipped to decide which of the choices
was labeled sample A. After collecting
all the data and completing their
experiment, students concluded that
their peers could correctly identify the
brand of chips, but they couldn't tell the
difference between Pepsi and Coke. At
the end of the experiment, students
believed that the appearance of chips
could have been a reason why the
subjects were able to tell the difference
so they proposed to improve their
experiment by blind-folding the subjects
in a future experiment. This is a great
example of how our teachers make
math fun!
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Push through! It
doesn't have to be
college, but finish

strong and go
HIGHER!

WARREN REID
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Advanced PE | Janet Green

Students in Ms. Green's advanced
physical education class took class to the
lake this semester.  In a partnership with
Appomattox River Company, students
were able to spend time learning water
safety and enjoy lake-life!


